Take it To God in Prayer
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As the song states, if we have trials and temptations... take it to God in prayer. There will always be
trials and temptations as long as we live the life, and until Christ returns to gather us together.

The one thing that gives leverage over these trials and temptations is prayer. | would consider a
trial to be from an outside source, say, a fire, or earthquake, or oppression from politicians. These
are trials because we can’t control these circumstances, on the outside. This is another reminder of
the importance of prayer.

The temptations would be personal, from within. We have an adversary who is always trying to
mess with us, always trying to defame us, hurt us and kill us. He will do anything he can to stop the
movement of God’s Word. BUT, as believers believe His Word, and act accordingly, God will give us
the victory.

Joshua 10:1 Now it came to pass, when Adonizedek king of Jerusalem had heard how Joshua had
taken Ai, and had utterly destroyed it; as he had done to Jericho and her king, so he had done to Ai
and her king; and how the inhabitants of Gibeon had made peace with Israel, and were among
them;

2 That they feared greatly, because Gibeon was a great city, as one of the royal cities, and because
it was greater than Ai, and all the men thereof were mighty.

3 Wherefore Adonizedek king of Jerusalem sent unto Hoham king of Hebron, and unto Piram king
of Jarmuth, and unto Japhia king of Lachish, and unto Debir king of Eglon, saying,

4 Come up unto me, and help me, that we may smite Gibeon: for it hath made peace with Joshua
and with the children of Israel.

5 Therefore the five kings of the Amorites, the king of Jerusalem, the king of Hebron, the king of
Jarmuth, the king of Lachish, the king of Eglon, gathered themselves together, and went up, they
and all their hosts, and encamped before Gibeon, and made war against it.

6 And the men of Gibeon sent unto Joshua to the camp to Gilgal, saying, Slack not thy hand from
thy servants; come up to us quickly, and save us, and help us: for all the kings of the Amorites that
dwell in the mountains are gathered together against us.

7 So Joshua ascended from Gilgal, he, and all the people of war with him, and all the mighty men
of valour.

8 And the LORD said unto Joshua, Fear them not: for | have delivered them into thine hand; there
shall not a man of them stand before thee.

9 Joshua therefore came unto them suddenly, and went up from Gilgal all night.

10 And the LORD discomfited them before Israel, and slew them with a great slaughter at Gibeon,
and chased them along the way that goeth up to Bethhoron, and smote them to Azekah, and unto
Makkedah.

11 And it came to pass, as they fled from before Israel, and were in the going down to Bethhoron,
that the LORD cast down great stones from heaven upon them unto Azekah, and they died: they
were more which died with hailstones than they whom the children of Israel slew with the sword.
12 Then spake Joshua to the LORD in the day when the LORD delivered up the Amorites before
the children of Israel, and he said in the sight of Israel, Sun, stand thou still upon Gibeon; and thou,
Moon, in the valley of Ajalon.



13 And the sun stood still, and the moon stayed, until the people had avenged themselves upon
their enemies. Is not this written in the book of Jasher? So the sun stood still in the midst of heaven,
and hasted not to go down about a whole day.

Jos 10:14 And there was no day like that before it or after it, that the LORD hearkened unto the
voice of a man: for the LORD fought for Israel.

Joshua prayed to God and God answered his prayer. He relied on what God had told him in Verse 8
in that He said to Joshua, “Fear them not: for | have delivered them into thine hand; there shall not a
man of them stand before thee.” God promised Joshua that He would take care of the problem,
therefore Joshua believed and acted. Very important two things. #1 Seeing God’s promise, #2 Acting
upon it.

George Mueller, the great man of prayer said this: “I seek the Will of the Spirit of God through, or
in connection with, the Word of God. The Spirit and the Word must be combined. If | look to
the spirit alone with the Word, I lay myself open to great delusions also. If the Holy Ghost
guides us at all, He will do it according the Scriptures, and never contrary to them.”

Joshua did just this very thing. Instead of going off half cocked, Joshua sought the Lord’s help, and
God answered him with some great answers and great help. God will help when we ask, but we
must ask according to His Word, act, and then patiently wait James 5:7 Be patient therefore,
brethren, unto the coming of the Lord. Behold, the husbandman waiteth for the precious fruit of the
earth, and hath long patience for it, until he receive the early and latter rain. Patience important and
action is important. Action could mean do what God says, then watch, wait, and receive.

2Chronicles 20:1 It came to pass after this also, that the children of Moab, and the children of
Ammon, and with them other beside the Ammonites, came against Jehoshaphat to battle.

2 Then there came some that told Jehoshaphat, saying, There cometh a great multitude against
thee from beyond the sea on this side Syria; and, behold, they be in Hazazontamar, which is
Engedi.

3 And Jehoshaphat feared, and set himself to seek the LORD, and proclaimed a fast throughout all
Judanh.

4 And Judah gathered themselves together, to ask help of the LORD: even out of all the cities of
Judah they came to seek the LORD.

2Ch 20:5 And Jehoshaphat stood in the congregation of Judah and Jerusalem, in the house of the
LORD, before the new court,

6 And said, O LORD God of our fathers, art not thou God in heaven? and rulest not thou over all the
kingdoms of the heathen? and in thine hand is there not power and might, so that none is able to
withstand thee?

7 Art not thou our God, who didst drive out the inhabitants of this land before thy people Israel, and
gavest it to the seed of Abraham thy friend for ever?

8 And they dwelt therein, and have built thee a sanctuary therein for thy name, saying,

2Ch 20:9 If, when evil cometh upon us, as the sword, judgment, or pestilence, or famine, we stand
before this house, and in thy presence, (for thy name is in this house,) and cry unto thee in our
affliction, then thou wilt hear and help.

10 And now, behold, the children of Ammon and Moab and mount Seir, whom thou wouldest not let
Israel invade, when they came out of the land of Egypt, but they turned from them, and destroyed
them not;




11 Behold, I say, how they reward us, to come to cast us out of thy possession, which thou hast
given us to inherit.

12 O our God, wilt thou not judge them? for we have no might against this great company that
cometh against us; neither know we what to do: but our eyes are upon thee.

13 And all Judah stood before the LORD, with their little ones, their wives, and their children.

2Ch 20:14 Then upon Jahaziel the son of Zechariah, the son of Benaiah, the son of Jeiel, the son of
Mattaniah, a Levite of the sons of Asaph, came the Spirit of the LORD in the midst of the
congregation;

15 And he said, Hearken ye, all Judah, and ye inhabitants of Jerusalem, and thou king
Jehoshaphat, Thus saith the LORD unto you, Be not afraid nor dismayed by reason of this great
multitude; for the battle is not yours, but God's.

16 To morrow go ye down against them: behold, they come up by the cliff of Ziz; and ye shall find
them at the end of the brook, before the wilderness of Jeruel.

17 Ye shall not need to fight in this battle: set yourselves, stand ye still, and see the salvation of the
LORD with you, O Judah and Jerusalem: fear not, nor be dismayed; to morrow go out against them:
for the LORD will be with you.

18 And Jehoshaphat bowed his head with his face to the ground: and all Judah and the inhabitants
of Jerusalem fell before the LORD, worshipping the LORD.

19 And the Levites, of the children of the Kohathites, and of the children of the Korhites, stood up to
praise the LORD God of Israel with a loud voice on high.

20 And they rose early in the morning, and went forth into the wilderness of Tekoa: and as they went
forth, Jehoshaphat stood and said, Hear me, O Judah, and ye inhabitants of Jerusalem; Believe in
the LORD your God, so shall ye be established; believe his prophets, so shall ye prosper.

21 And when he had consulted with the people, he appointed singers unto the LORD, and that
should praise the beauty of holiness, as they went out before the army, and to say, Praise the LORD;
for his mercy endureth for ever.

22 And when they began to sing and to praise, the LORD set ambushments against the children of
Ammon, Moab, and mount Seir, which were come against Judah; and they were smitten.

23 For the children of Ammon and Moab stood up against the inhabitants of mount Seir, utterly to
slay and destroy them: and when they had made an end of the inhabitants of Seir, every one helped
24 And when Judah came toward the watch tower in the wilderness, they looked unto the multitude,
and, behold, they were dead bodies fallen to the earth, and none escaped.

25 And when Jehoshaphat and his people came to take away the spoil of them, they found among
them in abundance both riches with the dead bodies, and precious jewels, which they stripped off for
themselves, more than they could carry away: and they were three days in gathering of the spoll, it
was so much.

26 And on the fourth day they assembled themselves in the valley of Berachah; for there they
blessed the LORD: therefore the name of the same place was called, The valley of Berachah, unto
this day.

27 Then they returned, every man of Judah and Jerusalem, and Jehoshaphat in the forefront of
them, to go again to Jerusalem with joy; for the LORD had made them to rejoice over their enemies.
28 And they came to Jerusalem with psalteries and harps and trumpets unto the house of the
LORD.

29 And the fear of God was on all the kingdoms of those countries, when they had heard that the
LORD fought against the enemies of Israel. 30 So the realm of Jehoshaphat was quiet: for his God
gave him rest round about.



The enemy sought to destroy them. There was a great plan to overtake Judah, but Jehoshaphat and
his people prospered because they trusted in God, and believed when they prayed. God not only
saved them from massacre, but also rewarded them with great spoil.

IN the NT, the word for pray and prayer is proseuchomai, which literally means: pray, ask or
supplicate God, worship God. This Greek word is translated as Pray, Prayer, Prayed, Praying, and
make. This is what God has not only asked us to do, but has given us the tools to do it with.

Romans 8:26 Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities [sing. Weakness]: for we know not what
we should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with groanings which
cannot be uttered. (WT) “...but the spirit itself makes intercession with inexpressible groanings.”

| Corinthians 14:13 Wherefore let him that speaketh in an unknown tongue pray that he may
interpret.

1Co 14:14 For if | pray in an unknown tongue, my spirit prayeth, but my understanding is unfruitful.
1Co _14:15 What is it then? | will pray with the spirit, and | will pray with the understanding also: |
will sing with the spirit, and | will sing with the understanding also.

We pray with our understanding, and we pray via the spirit which is speaking in tongues. As Romans
8:26 stated, our weakness is that we don’t know what to pray for as we should. But SIT does it!

Eph 3:20 Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think,
according to the power that worketh in us. So.... We ask and we think and we ask again.

1Th _5:17 Pray without ceasing.

1Th _5:25 Brethren, pray for us.

2Th_3:1 Finally, brethren, pray for us, that the word of the Lord may have free course, and be
glorified, even as it is with you:

2_And that we may be delivered from unreasonable and wicked men: for all men have not faith.
3 But the Lord is faithful, who shall stablish you, and keep you from evil.

Another great exhortation: | Timothy 2:1 | exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplications, prayers,
intercessions, and giving of thanks, be made for all men;

2 For kings, and for all that are in authority; that we may lead a quiet and peaceabile life in all
godliness and honesty.

3 For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour;

4 Who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth.

This particular exhortation is so important especially in our day and time. It exhorts us to pray for all
men. Kings, and those in prominent positions. There are men who are deliberately trying to stop us
from speaking the Word to people. We need to continue to pray, we need to pray with our
understanding for all men, kings (government) all in authority (religious, business, financial etc.) Very
important to pray. We will be rewarded throughout all eternity to that. SIT is the will of God. When
you SIT, you are doing the will of God. Always. So, these are the directives to prayer and not the only
ones, but | wanted to remind us all about prayer’s importance in our lives and for the sake of all
people. God bless you!



